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and, as a noble close to the performance, Handel's sublime 
piece of simple grandeur " The Hallelujah Chorus." The 
attendance was large ; and — compared with the usual 
demonstrations from a Genoese audience — the applause was 
remarkably appreciative. It must be confessed, however, 
that a large majority of the listeners was composed of the 
English residents in Genoa ; though the Italian auditors 
more than doubled their number of last year, when 
Professor Lavignino gave Mozart's Mass, No. 12, as ■< 
commencing experiment of this kind of musical perform 
ance. 



ST. GEORGE'S OPERA HOUSE. 

The inefficient manner in which Mr. Sullivan's Contra- 
bandists is (with few exceptions) presented to the public 
must not be allowed to prevent us from appreciating the 
extreme excellence of the music itself. Conceived 
throughout in the true spirit of comic opera, it abounds 
with striking evidence of the young composer's capacity 
to grasp even larger dramatic situations than this little 
piece can supply him with. Not the least merit of the 
instrumentation, too, is that it is evidently expressly 
written for the small orchestra of the establishment ; and 
so skilfully is this done that the want of a larger band is 
scarcely felt. Considering how important a part the 
orchestra bears in the work, Mr. Sullivan cannot be too 
much commended for thus proving that he is able suc- 
cessfully to grapple with difficulties which might cripple 
the efforts of a more experienced, but less earnest, artist. 
The song " From rock to rock" is an excellent specimen 
of really humourous writing, the monotony of the jogging 
accompaniment heightening the effect of the words, so 
as to aid the singer in describing the thumps he had re- 
ceived in his progress through the rocky passes. The 
changes of key, too, are most happily conceived ; and even 
with the singing of Mr. J. A. Shaw, the effect of the 
song upon the audience is so decisive as to command for 
it a nightly encore. Among the really comic music we 
must also cite the trio, " Who'd to be robber chief aspire," 
which is one of the most fluently-written pieces in the 
opera, and so full of genuine humour as to keep the 
hearers in a continuous state of laughter, the melo- 
dramatic ferocity of the brigands and the abject terror of 
their victim being most admirably reflected in the bustling 
and animated music of Mr. Sullivan. Mention, too, must 
be made of two songs, " The tinkling sheep-bell knells the 
parting day," and " He will return," both sung by Rita, 
which, if elegant vocal writing can make its way, must 
assuredly become popular. Space will not allow us to 
dwell on the many other beauties of this work ; but we 
hope that as the merits of Mr. Sullivan's music become 
known, opportunity may be afforded him of testing his 
qualifications before the public through the medium of 
more experienced vocalists. 

The commencement of the analysis of Men 

delssohn's Reformation Symphony," by Mr. J. W. Davi- 
son, is unavoidably postponed until our next number. 

We perceive that the 8th Book of Mendels- 
sohn's " Lieder ohne worte " has been lately performed 
at two organ recitals — one by Mr. W. T. Best, at St. 
George's Hall, Liverpool; and the other by Dr. Spark, at 
the Town Hall, Leeds. 

The Eighteenth Quarterly Concert was given 
by the Battersea Vocal Association on Wednesday evening, 
the 22nd ult. The solo vocalists were Miss North, Miss 
Rosina Houghton, and Mr. C. G. Brown. The pianists, 
the Misses Knight and Mr. W. D. Sumner ; and the con- 
ductor, Mr. J. Wilson. The choruses were well sung 
throughout. The most effective vocal solos were Miss 
North's " Wood Nymph's call," and Mr. Brown's " Pil- 
grim of Love." Mr. Sumner's pianoforte solo, and the 
Misses Knight's pianoforte duet also elicited much applause. 
The concert was the best yet given by the Battersea 
Association. 



The City of London Septett Union, conducted 
by Mr. G. T. H. Seddon, gave its first concert in the 
Sailors' Institute, Shadwell, on the 1st ult. The vocalists 
were Miss Annie Leigh, Mr. J. W. Williams, &c. ; who 
gave several solos with much effect. The Septett Union 
performed a selection of pieces, including the Overture to 
L'ltaliana in Algieri&nd " The Death of Nelson," arranged 
by Mr. Seddon ; with solos for flute, cornet, and English 
concertina, the executants being Messrs. Evans, Clark, 
and Gee. Mr. Seddon obtained an encore in a solo 
on the harmonium — a selection from Maritana — arranged 
by himself. 

We understand that Mr. Willing has resigned 
his appointment as organist of All Saints', Margaret-street. 

The fine old organ at St. Nicholas's, Dept- 

ford, built by Father Schmidt, in 1697, having been re- 
built and enlarged by Mr. D. Hunter, was opened by Mr. 
T. P. Groom, organist, on Sunday, the 12th ult. The 
morning services were : — ■ Venite, Jones, single, in D ; Te 
Deum, Boytm Smith, in E flat; Benedictus, Farrant. in 
F; Anthem, '-Thine, Lord" (Kent). Evening 
anthem, "And the glory" (Messiah). The services were 
sustained by an efficient choir, and gave great satisfaction 
to the parishioners. 

On. Wednesday, the 15th ult., a Concert was 
given in the Public Hall, Brierley Hill, in aid of the fund 
for the relief of the distress which exists in the town and 
neighbourhood. The artists were Miss Fellows, Miss 
Stringer, Mr. T. Cooper, Mr. J. Newton, and Mr. Dunn 
(violin), assisted by the Glee and Madrigal Union. Mr. 
J. H. Gittings, accompanyist. Miss Fellows was highly 
successful in her rendering of " Bid me discourse " and 
" Home, sweet home " (being encored in both songs) ; Miss 
Stringer, Mr. T. Cooper, and Mr. J. Newton were also 
received with much applause ; and the singing of the Glee 
and Madrigal Union was thoroughly appreciated, several 
of their pieces being re-demanded. The sonatas for violin 
and piano (played by Mr. Dunn and Mr. J. H. Gittings), 
and a pianoforte fantasia, by Woelf (well performed by 
Mr. J. H. Gittings), were noticeable features in the con- 
cert, which, on the whole, was a decided success. 

The Amateur Musical Union of St. John's 

Wood gave a concert on the 16th ult., in the Assembly 
Rooms, Eyre Arms, in aid of the funds of the Portland 
Town Free Dispensary. The first part of the concert was 
devoted to sacred music, and included Mozart's Motett in 
D, " Glory, honour," with orchestral accompaniments," 
the Evening Prayer from Costa's Eli ; " See the conquering 
hero comes;" the trio " On Thee each living soul awaits," 
from Haydn's Creation, &c. The first and third move- 
ments of Mozart's Symphony in C opened the second part. 
A soprano song " A sweet good night,' ' was most deservedly 
encored ; a part-song, written expressly for the Society 
by H. Graves, was also re-demanded, and a pianoforte and 
violin duet on Barbier de Seville, was performed in a most 
masterly style and received much applause. Mr. Henry 
Graves conducted, and Miss F rost presided at the pianoforte. 

The Stockwell Choral Society gave its second 
Soiree of the season at the Horns, Kennington, on Friday 
the 24th ult. The music performed included the Finale 
to Loreley, some part-songs by Mendelssohn, " A wealthy 
lord " (solo and chorus from the " Seasons "), &c. ; all of 
which were well rendered. The whole of the solos were 
sung by Miss Fanny Armytage ; and the choruses in 
Loreley were sustained in a manner which reflected great 
credit on the conductor, Mr. W. Lemare. At the first 
Soiree; on December 6th, the Society performed Macfarren's 
" May day," Mr. Lemare conducting. On each occasion 
the attendance was numerous. The third and last Soirie 
of the season is fixed for the 6th March, shortly after 
which the Society intend performing Mendelssohn's 
Athalie. 



